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Easterine Kire's When the River Sleeps: A Perspective

Dr T Jewvan Kumar

Assistant Professor of English, KH Bovemmen! Degres Colege, Dharmavarmam (India)

ARTICLE DETAILE

Article History
Fubiighad Grdna. 10 January 20109

Diral tradition, bewilching, nighimanes,

surrgal, iranic, mysieriaus,
Bcocricsm, personification, spints,
maghc rapksm

"Carrenponding Author
Email. ov feavassdpmnl com

The second half of the beenlialh century wiliessed a large
scafy prolferatian of Indan English ficlion across continenls

e and culturas. Today, @ spresd fo the Meodh-Esal lndia fog,

Wrilgrs fmom  shoe Morh-East Reve gained maimsdnédm
mceQriGn.  COng aich wrilar s Eashedine Kire.  Her noval
SWhen fre River Sleeps” wins e 2015 Tha Hindu Liberary
prize. 18 is @ great work of an thal ede e slory of Vika, an
Argark man in Magaland, who is chsessed wilh he slespanp
fred &nd B mBgical wlona il conlems banealh M waler,
WViles sels cul an pic journey 0 the guest for tha akona,
gncouniering men and spints.

Kirg's aim in te novel s not to narraie an advaniure siory, bul
le chart @ man's jouray fram ignerance 1o experience. What

matiers more & inexplcable nabural world 1hal howers ol the edge of human expedance,
wharne wisdom extracts ita cost
The prasen] arcle & an afiempl 1o discuss the tschniques asd alher aspects employed by

the wriler.

—— — —_—

in the pesimodam em, novel s the most suilable lilesary
meditm b express thoughts, feslings, explsitation, agany,
vaolence, and ather aspecis. Il gained much vable and vilsl
form, compared o drama, poetry, and prose, in wonkd Heraturs
espacially in the Indian Writing in English

indian English novel has oocupled a unique place M he
condemponary Rerature. B ganed much popularity win the
solid condibution made by Mulk Raj Anand, RLK Marayan, and

Rega Ras, who are populatdy known as the B Trio. Teking
queye from them womef wiilers ke Kamata Markamdeya,

Mayantara Sshgal, Jai Mimbkar, Shashi Deshpande, Anila
Dess, Amundhati Roy, Kian Desal, Manju Hapur, C.A.
Divakaurl, and men wiléss lke Salman Rushdie, Amitay
Ghosh, Wikram Selh, Manu Kapoor, Arsvind Adiga, Amil
Chaudhun, Yikram Swarup, and other lerary icons have used
the farm to express (he condiions and the situations of India
thesaby keeping it in the Berary canon of contemporary word
litsralure.

Teday, espacially in thes post-modem paried, its nfluencs
tvas fallen an the Modh East indian States which ware absent
frismy @mny discourss on Indian lderature over the years. Wilers
hailing frem thess States are CoOMang
oul with mubipie aspects 1o bhng
awarensss an the pressent condition that
previgls in those States.  They ane
trying 1o trans fom the oral liferatune o
wiitlen Eborature by procucing @ info
English 50 thal ihe readers across the
world recognize their contributon. The
English thal these writers use is not the same as writers from
the mainland use. Emslering Kire is 8 Morh-East writar who

asinrirm Kiro

RRLIM 3015, All Rights Resarved

oocupiad @ significent place In the recent years.  Sha summed
g her motivasan behind Eking up witing as a career. Sha
said in an inferview, *| fell we needed to create wiitten Maga
Literabure. We have so much oral namalive but wih oral dying
au, it's all going 1o be lost"! She ackrowledged thal “The
‘natve irdividual' B omy rew matenal and | can weite with
confidence about their context because | have lived i tag =

Been on 28" March 1959 in a conflict-plagued Nagaland,
Ingia, to an Angari Maga family on Easterine Kire (lralu)
translator, post, nowalisl, shod story wiler, wriber af children
bocks, and the Magalend's first wiiler.  She did her schooling
from Kabima, gradusted from Shillong foflowed by & course @
pumngham fam Oebhi,  She won bar docloral scroll frem
Sailriba Phule Pune University.  Later she actively involved
in working 1o create betier opporunities for the Naga youth and
nurtuning and evangpalzing the Nega folklales

Kire was & voracious reader  Sho was resonaled by
reading Affcan wiilers while pursuing at the Univessity. She
kwved the reading of the poatry of Hans Bori, Dylan Thamas,
Maithew Mouse, and the eady novels of Chinua Schebe and
Thomas Hardy. She began her wailing caresr as 8 banslator
framn  bef natve language. Temydia, into English.  She
published her frst colechon of poetry enttled Hehoukewra in
1882 when she was al the age of 22 She ihen staned wnting
shon slorfes and novels Soon. sha became one of the fines
sioey tallers from the regeon.  She has writien six novels, three
cillections ol postry. and short Slofes  She kas translated
ovir 200 oral posms from Temyide into English. Her project
on Mamebves Sienced by War Napga Fofiales and Feopls
Shortes browght a rew life inlo the iderary hertage of the Naga
peopse,  Her works heve been franslated into Gemman and
othar languages.
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